
## Nehemiah: The Rebuilder - Note-Taking Guide (Week 4)


Theme: Guided by Vision, Planning, and Perseverance


Objective: To understand Nehemiah's rebuilding of Jerusalem, analyze his leadership qualities, 
and apply these principles to our lives.


I. Introduction to Nehemiah and the Context (Nehemiah 1-2)


 Key Points:

     Background: Nehemiah's position as cupbearer to King Artaxerxes.

     The dire state of Jerusalem: Broken walls, burned gates, vulnerable people.

 

     What news did Nehemiah receive about Jerusalem?

         (Record specific details: condition of walls, gates, people)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     What was Nehemiah's initial reaction?

         (Note his emotions: weeping, mourning, fasting, praying)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     What motivated him to take action?

         (Identify his concern for God's glory and the welfare of his people)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     What was his vision for Jerusalem?

         (Summarize his desired outcome: restoration, security, honor)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     What was his prayer to God, and what did he ask for?

         (Note the specifics of his request.)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________


II. Planning and Preparation (Nehemiah 2:11-18)


 Key Points:

     Nehemiah's secret reconnaissance.

     Strategic communication and delegation.

     Organization of the rebuilding effort.

 

     How did Nehemiah assess the situation in Jerusalem?

         (Note his night inspection observation of the damage)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     What steps did he take to prepare for the rebuilding project?

         (Record his communication with the king, gathering resources, motivating the people)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     How did he organize the work and assign responsibilities?

         (Note the division of labor, assigning sections of the wall to different groups)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     How did he motivate the people to begin the work?




         (Record the words he used to inspire action.)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________


III. Overcoming Opposition (Nehemiah 4 and 6)


 Key Points:

     External opposition: Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem.

     Internal threats: Fear, discouragement.

     Nehemiah's strategies for dealing with opposition.

 

     What were the different types of opposition Nehemiah encountered?

         (List specific examples: mockery, threats, plots, false accusations)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     How did he respond to these challenges?

         (Note his strategies: prayer, strategic planning, physical defense, and maintaining focus)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     What can we learn from Nehemiah's example about overcoming obstacles?

         (Identify key principles: reliance on God, courage, leadership, discernment)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________


IV. Perseverance and Completion (Nehemiah 6:15-7:4)


 Key Points:

     Completion of the wall in 52 days.

     Maintaining security and order.

     The significance of the completed project.

 

     How did Nehemiah maintain his focus and motivation despite the difficulties?

         (Note his reliance on God, his commitment to the vision, his ability to rally the people)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     What role did prayer play in his perseverance?

         (Record examples of his prayers and their impact)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

     What was the significance of the completion of the wall?

         (Note the restoration of security, the symbolic victory, and the revival of the people)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________


V. Connecting the Themes


 Key Points:

     Applying Nehemiah's principles to personal life.

     Identifying areas for growth and development.

 

     How can vision, planning, and perseverance principles be applied to our lives?

         (Record practical examples: setting goals, creating plans, overcoming challenges)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________




     Where must you demonstrate these qualities personally, professionally, or spiritually?

         (Reflect on specific areas: relationships, career, personal development)

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________


VI. Journaling


 Prompt:

     Reflect on a personal "Jerusalem" that you may want to rebuild (a goal, a relationship, a 
personal habit, etc.) and outline a plan using Nehemiah's principles.

     

         What is the "Jerusalem" you are reflecting on?

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

         What is your vision for this area of your life?

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

         What planning and preparation steps do you need to take?

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

         What opposition might you face, and how will you overcome it?

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________

         How will you maintain perseverance to see your plan through to completion?

        ____________________________________________________________________

        ____________________________________________________________________



